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tive bodies 3 and laft of all, of Animate ones, that feeming to be the 
higheft ftep of natural knowledge that the mind of man is capable of. 


Obferv. XIV. Of fever al hjndes of frozen Figures. 

I Have very often in a Morning, when there has been a great hearfroff 
with an indifferently magnifying Microfcopc , obferv’d the fmall Stiri^ 
or Cryftalline beard, which then ufually covers the face of moft bodies 
that lie open to the cold air, and found them to be generally Hcxangnfo 
prifmatical bodies, much like the long Cryftals of S alt-pet er , faveonely 
that the ends of them were differing for whereas thofe of Nitre are for 
the moft part pyramidal, being terminated either in a point or edge^ 
thefe of Froft were hollow, and the cavity in fome feem’d pretty deep, 
and this cavity was the more plainly tobefeen, becaufe ufually one or 
other of the fix parallelogram fides was wanting, or at leaft much fhorter 
then the reft. 

But this was onely the Figure of the Bearded hoar-frojl 3 and as for the 
particles of other kinds of hoar-frofis, they feem’d for the moft part irre- 
gular, or of no certain (Figure. Nay, the parts of thofe curious branch- 
ings, or vortices , that ufually in cold weather tarnifli the furface of 
Glafs, appear through the Mcrofcope very rude and unffcapen, as do 
moft other kinds of frozen Figures , which to the naked eye feem exceed- 
ing neat and curious, fuch as the Figures of Snow, frozen Vrine, Hail, 
feveral Figures frozen in common Water, &c. Some Obfer vat ions of each 
of which I (hall hereunto annex, becaufe if well confider’d and ex- 
ami’nd, they may, perhaps, prove very inftru&ive for the finding out of 
what I have endeavoured in the preceding Obfervation to (hew, to be 
(next the Globular Figure which is caus’d by congruity, as I hope I have 
made probable in the fixth Obfervation ) the moft fimple and plain opera- 
tion of Nature, of which, notwithftanding we are yet ignorant. 


I. 

Several Obfervables in the fix-branched Figures form’d on the fur- 
face of Vrine by freezing . 

1 The Figures were all frozen almoft even with the furface of the 

Vrine inthe Veflel, but the bigger ftems Were a little prominent above 
that furface, and the parts of thofe ftems which were neareft the cen 
(<*) were biggeft above the furface. ,* 

2 I have obferv’d leveral kinds of thefe Figures, fome fmaller, n g 
gerthen a Two-pence, others fo bigg, that I have by meafure fouti on 
of its ftems or branches above four foot long 3 and of thefe, fome w 
pretty round, having all their branches pretty fleer alike 3 other ot t 
were more extended towards one fide, as ufually thofe very larg ^ 



